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Player archive

McDonald Mariga (Europe)
Enköpings SK · Sweden · Midfielder

Portrait: Wikipedia — McDonald Mariga

Career appearances

213
Career goals

14
Kenya caps

40

Highest transfer fee
$13.7m / KSh 1.05bn (February 2010). Transfer fee, Parma to Inter Milan — €10m, at $1.37 to the euro and KSh 76.5 to the
dollar.

Profile
Out of Nairobi, into Sweden

A holding midfielder who left Nairobi as a teenager for Sweden, first with Enköpings SK and then Helsingborgs IF, where 37
league games and six goals brought a Svenska Cupen winner's medal in 2006 and a move to Italy.

Italy — Parma and Inter Milan

Parma gave him 84 league appearances across three spells. Inter Milan signed him in January 2010 and he stayed four seasons,
winning Serie A, the Coppa Italia twice, the Supercoppa Italiana, the UEFA Champions League and the FIFA Club World Cup.

Spain, and the last seasons

Loan and permanent spells followed at Real Sociedad in Spain, then Latina, Real Oviedo and Monza, before he retired in 2019
with 232 senior appearances and 14 goals.

Kenya

He won 40 caps for the Harambee Stars and scored five goals between 2003 and 2018.

The Wanyama family

He is the elder brother of Victor Wanyama, and the two are the best-known sons of Kenya's leading sporting family. Their father
Noah Wanyama played in midfield for AFC Leopards and for Kenya. Mariga's siblings are Victor, Heskey, Harry, Mercy, Cynthia
and Patricia — Mercy played basketball for Kenya and professionally in Spain. Mariga has since served as vice-president of the
Football Kenya Federation.

Their father, Noah Wanyama

Noah Wanyama gave AFC Leopards sixteen years as a midfielder, played for Kenya, and later coached the club. He had started
out playing barefoot in Busia. He never pushed his children into the game — by his own account he supported them once they
chose it — but he took them to training with him, where they carried his kit bag, watched him work and played with the balls he
brought home from the ground. The family lived in a shack in Muthurwa in those years, and he kept the house strict to keep them
out of what was around them, banning boxing outright so no injury would cost them football. He has called fatherhood the game
he set out to win, and his children's careers his cup. Mariga bought his parents a house in Lavington in 2010.

Their mother, Mildred Wanyama

Mildred Ayiemba Osotsi Wanyama, born in 1959 in Ebusiralo, was the making of it. A netball player herself, she rose to become
president of the Kenya Netball Association while working at Kenya Railways as a clerk and later a senior housing officer, and
served as an ordained associate pastor at the Church of God. Her children called her a strict disciplinarian and their loudest
cheerleader; Mariga has credited her spiritual discipline for both brothers' European careers. She died on 14 June 2025 and was
laid to rest in Soy, Uasin Gishu, in July that year.
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Cup and continental record
Svenska Cupen with Helsingborgs IF in 2006. With Inter Milan: the Coppa Italia in 2010 and 2011, the Supercoppa Italiana in
2010, the UEFA Champions League in 2010 and the FIFA Club World Cup that December — four cup finals won in one calendar
year.

Managers he played under
At Inter Milan he played under José Mourinho, who signed him in January 2010, and then under Rafael Benítez, Leonardo, Gian
Piero Gasperini and Claudio Ranieri across four seasons; Philippe Montanier managed him at Real Sociedad.

Firsts and milestones
— He is the first Kenyan to play in and win the UEFA Champions League, part of Inter Milan's treble-winning side of 2009-10, and
the first Kenyan to play in Serie A.
— Manchester City agreed a move for him in January 2010, but the transfer collapsed when his work permit and visa were
refused, so he never played in England.

Career record
The first Kenyan to play in and win the UEFA Champions League, with Inter Milan in 2009-10. Around 232 career appearances and 11 goals across Tusker,
Kenya Pipeline, Enkopings SK, Helsingborgs IF, Parma, Inter Milan, Real Sociedad, Latina and Real Oviedo. 40 caps and 5 goals for Kenya.
Career appearances and goals reconciled against Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonald_Mariga)


